ATRAC MEETING MINUTES

September 11, 2009
The Apprentice Treasurer’s Automation Committee met at the Association of Arkansas Counties building in Little Rock on Friday September 11, 2009 at 10:30 am.  In attendance were:
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Also attending were Kent Wilson, Programmer/Analyst for Apprentice and Alan Jennings, Manager of Business Development for Apprentice.  Alan announced that he brought cupcakes so we could celebrate Kent’s Birthday which led to everyone singing Happy Birthday.
The meeting was called to order by President, Judy Beth Hutcherson,   Jim Arnold was ask to lead prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Jim Arnold explained that his computer received a worm through a pop-up message claiming to protect his computer from worms.  If anyone receives pop-up messages like this you need to call Apprentice immediately. Always keeping an offsite back-up copy of your files is strongly suggested.  Brent Ponder mentioned operating email programs in safe mode, might be helpful as well.

Kent ask for volunteers to run both the DOS and Window versions simultaneously to help look for bugs.

Carolyn Morrisett ask about the Commission Detail Report, it will be added in the next update.  The windows version has a number in the bottom left hand corner of the window which indicates when you received your last update.
Charlotte Davis ask if we would be able to commission by detail codes on the new system and the answer was yes.

The issue of importing checks more than once was mentioned.  Kent will create a button which can be toggled off and on so we can choose to prevent duplicates.  Checks may be deleted by the check number and also by batch number to save time.   Kim Hunley ask about the ability to import a check even after it has been voided by the Clerk.  This can be done, Kent will look into it.  If wanted the Clerk’s vendor list can also be imported if is allowed by your Clerk.

In the new program checks may be printed individually or by batch ID.

The bank reconciliation feature is done.  Checks may be cleared by bank account and will also be able to be cleared by check number.

Kent said we will be able to search transfers by the dollar amount.  Anything indexed by a column will be able to be viewed in number order or alphabetical order.
Debbie Cross ask about the ability to enter one amount on the transfers ledger as the “from” account and amount with multiple places for entering the “to” distribution account and amount.
The General Ledger Report can do most any kind of report you need by checking or unchecking the information you wish to display.  Also the problem we’ve been having with blank pages printing has been fixed.
Kent told us that our files can also be saved in a “PDF” (Portable Document Format) file for future printing.

Charlotte informed the group that Kent’s daughter is willing to work with us and Apprentice to create operations manual.  Kent has ask Apprentice about hiring her.  Alan said it has been discussed but a final decision has not been made.  It was mentioned that we would like to have pictures included to explain the screens involved and possibly some kind of binder which would allow for ease in updating the information.  We would like for the manual to provide the information necessary for a new Treasurer to set-up their files from beginning to end.  We invited Kent to bring his daughter to meet us at the next meeting.
Alan Jennings was selected for the “Getting to Know You” segment.  He is the Manager of Business Development for Apprentice.  He lives in Bentonville and serves as a Deacon at Bentonville Church of Christ.  He also works with the “Recovery For Life” committee, a non-profit charity related to after care support for Alcohol and Meth addictions.  He serves as leader for a Boy Scout Troup.  He enjoys hiking and anything involving the outdoors.  He previously served as an independent consultant for the Wal-Mart supplier community.  His job was to tie technology and supplies together to better serve customers.  His email address is ajennings@apprenticeis.com.
Judy Beth announced that Kristi Webb will be our nominating Chair for our upcoming election of officers.

Our next meeting will be December 10 & 11.  We will be going to The Arkansas Repertory Theatre to see “Joseph And The Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.”   Judy Beth will email us with details for hotel and “Rep” reservations.
Karol DePriest of Lonoke County won the $10.00 door prize.

Debbie Ray ask us to remember Linda Morgan in our prayers and also Carol Self ask us to pray for Sandra Beck’s son.
Marlene Hite and Becky Gattas made motions to adjourn.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kim Hunley
ATRAC Sec/Treas.

